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Scotiabank empowers young boys through literacy and life skills at The Babb’s
Reading Clinic.

Scotiabank Barbados is proud to continue its support of The Babb's Reading Clinic, a
transformative programme that helps young boys strengthen their literacy skills, build confidence,
and unlock new opportunities for future success. This year's programme welcomed participants
from across Barbados for several weeks of learning, mentorship, and personal development.

The Clinic, founded by Dr. Astra Babb, provides specialized literacy support designed to improve
reading proficiency while fostering self-belief, discipline, and a lifelong love of learning. Over the
years, the programme has made a meaningful impact on the lives of hundreds of young boys and
their families.

As a longstanding partner, Scotiabank's support is guided by ScotiaRISE, the Bank's social impact
initiative focused on helping remove barriers to education and creating opportunities that
empower young people to reach their full potential. During the Clinic's opening ceremony in July,
Scotiabank reaffirmed its commitment to investing in youth, recognizing education as one of the
most powerful drivers of individual and community success.

In addition to its financial contribution, Scotiabank employees actively engaged with participants
through a Financial Literacy session held on August 6. Facilitated by Natalie Wood, Senior Manager,
Regulatory and Operational Enablement, Business Support, the interactive workshop introduced
the boys to important financial concepts including saving, budgeting, goal setting, and responsible
money management. The session encouraged participants to begin developing healthy financial
habits from an early age and provided practical lessons they can apply throughout their lives.

Commenting on the Bank's involvement, Natalie Wood said: "Financial literacy is a life skill that
empowers young people to make informed decisions and build a stronger future for themselves. It
was rewarding to connect with the boys at this year’s Clinic and help them understand the
importance of planning ahead, saving wisely, and setting meaningful goals. Their curiosity and
eagerness to participate made the session especially impactful.”

Founder of the Clinic, Dr. Astra Babb, welcomed the Bank's continued involvement, noting that
partnerships with organizations such as Scotiabank help enhance the programme's impact by
providing participants with valuable life skills alongside literacy development. She stated “The
Babb’s Reading Clinic sincerely appreciates Scotiabank’s continued support and commitment to
our organization. Beyond the financial assistance provided, we greatly value the knowledge and
resources shared with us. The financial literacy session was well received, engaging, and
informative. The information provided was both relevant and valuable, and we are grateful for
Scotiabank’s continued efforts to empower and educate our boys.”
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Scotiabank remains committed to supporting initiatives that promote education, financial literacy,
and youth empowerment. Through partnerships such as The Babb's Reading Clinic, the Bank
continues to help equip the next generation with the tools, confidence, and opportunities they need
to succeed.

Natalie Wood - Senior Manager, Regulatory and Operational Enablement, Business Support, Scotiabank interacts with boys participating
in this year’s Babb’s Reading Clinic during the Bank-facilitated Financial Literacy workshop.

About Scotiabank

Scotiabank's vision is to be our clients' most trusted financial partner and deliver sustainable, profitable growth. Guided by our purpose: "for
every future," we help our clients, their families and their communities achieve success through a broad range of advice, products, and
services, including personal and commercial banking, wealth management and private banking, corporate and investment banking, and
capital markets. With assets of approximately $1.5 trillion (as at April 30, 2026), Scotiabank is one of the largest banks in North America by
assets, and trades on the Toronto Stock Exchange (TSX: BNS) and New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: BNS). For more information, please visit
http://www.scotiabank.com and follow us on X @Scotiabank.
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